
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This narrative history of a Residential School was researched and 

produced by the Government of Canada as part of its response to 

litigation and the Indian Residential Schools Settlement 

Agreement. The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation has 

not verified the content of this document. It is provided here for 

reference purposes only. Documented incidents of sexual and 

physical abuse are based on the documentary record and do not 

take into account survivor testimony.  

 
You are welcome to contact the NCTR if you wish to add, comment on, or challenge any versions 
of the history presented herein.  
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Thunderchild Indian Residential School 

IAP School Narrative 
 

NAME IN THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT (Schedule E/F) 
 
Thunderchild (Delmas, St. Henri) 
 
 
OTHER NAMES KNOWN AS (AKAs) 
 
1901 to 1924  Thunderchild (Roman Catholic) (Indian) Boarding School  

[THR-000113-0000; THR-000145; DRS-050007; THR-000150; 
THR-000162] 

 
1923 to 1948  Thunderchild (Indian) Residential School 

[THR-000081; THR-000174; THR-000220-0001; THR-000231] 
 

1903 to 1927  St. Henry’s Boarding School 
 [THR-000119; THR-000049, pg. 7; THR-000307-0000]  

 
1928   St. Henry’s Roman Catholic Indian Residential School  

[THR-000305-0000] 
 
1920; 1937  Delmas (Boarding) School [THR-000147; THR-000201]  
 
 
LOCATION 
 
The Thunderchild IRS was situated at Delmas, Saskatchewan, 18 miles west of 
Battleford, on the main line of the Canadian National Railway [THR-000310]. The IRS 
was not located on reserve land. 
 
 
PROVINCE/TERRITORY 
 
Saskatchewan 
 
 
OPERATING DATES AS AN INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 
 
These dates represent the time during which the Government of Canada was 
responsible for the operation of the Indian Residential School, excluding any periods of 
closure. 
 

March 25, 1901 to January 13, 1948  
 
 
OPERATING DATES CONTEXT 

 
The Thunderchild IRS in Delmas opened on March 25, 1901 [THR-000011 pg. 10; THR-
000318, pg. 1-2].  The IRS burned down on January 13, 1948, and all the children were 
sent home.  Plans were discussed by the federal government to continue the IRS in a 
temporary setting, however, this was never carried out [THR-000266-0002; THR-
000242; THR-000099; THR-000243; THR-000247-0000; THR-000247-0001].  
 
 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 
 
Roman Catholic Church  

 
1901 to 1948  Oblate Reverend Fathers of Mary Immaculate (O.M.I.) [THR-

000011, pg. 12-13;  THR-000064, pg. 6; THR-000159; THR-
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The main floor contained a music room, a private dining 
room, a dining room for girls, and a recreation room for 
girls. The south wing also contained a sewing room, staff 
quarters, the chapel, and a dormitory for girls containing 48 
beds.  
 

1926 An estimate for installation of lighting equipment at the IRS 
in 1926 provided a description of the layout of the main 
building. Specific wings were not identified in the document.  
 
The first floor of the IRS had a recreation room, a dining 
room for girls, the kitchen, and the pantry. The second floor 
had a dining room for the Fathers, a dining room for the 
Sisters, and a Sisters’ room. The third floor had a chapel, a 
two guest rooms, plus a dormitory for girls.  
 
In another part (wing) of the Thunderchild IRS building, the 
first floor contained a kitchen entrance, a sewing room, a 
potato room, a preserving room, a pantry, a dining room for 
boys, an ironing room, and three classrooms. The second 
floor had two dormitories for boys, an infirmary and a 
balcony. The third floor had a dormitory for boys, a 
dormitory for the Sisters, a girls’ dormitory, and an attic.  
 
The barn was approximately 300 feet from the main IRS 
building; the rink for boys was 50 feet from the IRS; the rink 
for small boys was about 350 feet away and the rink for 
girls was 150 feet away from the main IRS building. A meat 
house was 40 feet from the main building.  
 

THR-000299 

1926 Sketch of outline of the IRS building, including dimensions 
of various sections. 
 

THR-000295 

1927 Two classrooms were situated on the first floor of the main 
IRS building along with the dining room for boys, and work 
rooms. On the second floor was a sick bay and partial 
dormitory. The half storey above the other floors in the 
main building served as quarters for the Sisters. 
 
In the north wing was a junior classroom on the ground 
floor, and the two upper floors housed dormitories for boys. 
 

THR-000306 

Circa 1946 Photograph of the exterior of the IRS and the IRS Principal. THR-000418 
1947 A letter from the IRS Principal to the federal government 

outlined the sizes of some of the rooms at the IRS as of 
October 1947: a dormitory for 47 girls was 49’ x 33’ x 7’; the 
sewing room was 24’ x 16’ x 8’ and accommodated 30 girls; 
the playroom was 36’ x 24’ x 9’ for 60 children; the refectory 
was 24’ x 24’ x 9’ for 60 children; a classroom was 26’ x 18’ 
x 9’ for 30 children; and the kitchen measured 24’ x 18’ x 9’.  

THR-000230 

1949 Shows the IRS ruins in proximity to other buildings. 
 

THR-000229 

 
 
DOCUMENTS REFERRING TO SCHOOL INCIDENTS 
 
To date, we are unaware of any convictions for abuse at the Thunderchild IRS or of any 
convicted abusers present at the school. 
 
The following suggestions of abuse, listed chronologically, comprise all known 
identifiable complaints and/or allegations received by government officials and all 
available information regarding the follow-up and outcome. 
 
 
Incidents (Sexual) 
 
No information found 
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Reverend Father George Roussel, 
O.M.I. 

Principal  August 1946 to August 1947 

Reverend Father Jean Baptiste 
Cabana, O.M.I. 

Principal August 1947 to January 1948 

 
Narrative Completed: August 23, 2012 

Narrative Updated: October 30 2012 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The original school narrative document produced by Canada also contains a number of records that have 

been separated pending review. 

 

 




